
Instructions For Downloading Software from the Svoboda Lab Website 
 
All software available for download is accessible through the web.  Downloads of both the software files (as ZIP 
files) as well as documentation (either PDF or DOC files) are available in an organized fashion from the 
Svoboda lab web server.  Here we describe the process of downloading software from the website. 
 
Registration 
 
While all software is available for free, we require the user to register once before they download any 
application(s) in order to monitor where and how the software is being used.  The login information is saved and 
used to update users of the software of updates that are available for download as well as new software posted to 
the server.  Based on the registration information, no one is denied access to the software.  It is merely a 
convenient way for the lab to oversee the distribution and updating process.  Information collected will be kept 
private and not distributed.  
 
The main software page may be accessed by going to the website: svobodalab.cshl.edu/software_main.html.  
This page is reproduced in Figure 1.   The bottom section highlights the options for accessing the software: 
Registration and Login. 
 

 

Figure 1 
 
If the user has visited the site before and has a valid username and password, they may check the software page 
whenever they want, gaining access to new software and updates of old software and documentation.   This is 
Login access to the software.  Updates to the software will be advertised using the email information supplied by 
the user, as well as information on new software.  The user may of course not receive updates if they wish.   
 
New users need to Register before gaining access to the software.  This is done from the main page by selecting 
the Register link in the main registration page (Figure 1).  This brings the user to the main registration page 
(Figure 2). The information required is the user’s first and last name, affiliation (either school name, lab name, 
institution, etc…), position at their respective place of employment, their email address, as well as a unique 
username and password.   
 
After filling in the fields on the registration page, the user hits submit.  If there are any fields not filled in 
correctly, the browser will display the incorrect selections in red at the top of the page.  If the information is 
valid, the information is saved to the user database and confirmation of the registration is displayed in the 
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browser (Figure 3).  The user is then redirected to the software page to download any available software or 
documentation.  
 
 

 

Figure 2 
 

 

Figure 3 
 
Once registered, there are no restrictions on accessing the software.  It can be done as many times as the user 
pleases.  The main software page (Figure 4) shows the relevant license and copyright information, as well as the 
software available for download.  The software is listed by name (ScanImage 2.0) followed by a brief description 
of the software (Laser Scanning Microscope Software).   
 
The two links that follow direct the user the location of the software stored as a ZIP file (Download).  Since most 
of the software is for Matlab, it is a collection of files that needs to be placed on the Matlab path.  Details on 
installing the applications are detailed in the Documentation, which can be opened and saved as either a 
Microsoft Word Document (DOC) or an Adobe Acrobat PDF file.  Next to the Documentation link is any 
additional information, including any updates made recently to the software.   
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Figure 4 
 
The user may then logout by clicking on the link located after the greeting at the top of the page. 
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